




Policy on New Connections
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1. Scope
This policy applies to all ALIL shareholders who receive a new  Property Offtake (POT).

2. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to outline the process of new connections and make farmers aware of high pressure water hazards.

3. Process
The downstream isolation valve of all new ALIL POT’s will be closed.  This includes the isolation valves on the secondary POT’s.  These valves must not be opened under any circumstances other than by an ALIL staff member, as per the following process:-

1. New connections should be flushed prior to the connection of the on farm irrigation machines.  Ideally the water should be flushed through the on-farm mainline to a suitable discharge point on farm such as a Nelson Valve joint.   If there are no suitable discharge points on farm, contact ALIL staff to recommend a suitable alternative.  ALIL staff to oversee this flushing process.  ALIL require 48 hours’ notice for a staff member to attend.

2. All on farm pumps connected to the mainline must be turned off prior to prestart meeting.  This should be discussed when arranging prestart meeting.

3. ALIL require a prestart meeting at the POT to ensure ALIL staff understand the on-farm design.  This must take place and be recorded on the checklist sheet (to be developed) before any ALIL water is released into the on-farm system.

4. ALIL staff to oversee the first filling of the mainline, remaining on site until line is filled to their satisfaction.  It is important that farm operators understand how the mainline should be filled in a safe manner.
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Off take Closed
Property off take farm connections will be closed and are not to be operated until on-farm connection systems have been reviewed by ALIL staff.


Pumps shut off
All on-farm pumps connected to the mainline must be shut off prior to the pre start meeting.  Staff will remind farmers of this requirement when scheduling the prestart.


Pre-start meeting on farm
A prestart checklist will be filled out and ALIL staff must be satisfied that the on-farm system meets requirements prior to any water being released from the off take.


Flush lines
New connections are to be flushed for approximately 1 hour (under supervision of ALIL staff) prior to the connection of on-farm irrigation machines.  


Fill mainline
ALIL staff are to oversee the first filling of the mainline after the previous steps have been completed.  Staff will also ensure farmers follow best practice when filling their lines.
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